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Honingham Parish Council 
Draft Minutes of the Meeting of Honingham Parish Council 

Wednesday 11th December 2019, 7.00pm at Honingham Village Hall 
www.honinghampc.info 

Present 

 Present Apologies Absent  Present Apologies Absent 

 David Bishop (DB) (Chair) ✓   Michael Eales (ME) ✓   
Linda Human (LH) (Vice Chair) ✓   Sam Steggles (SS)  ✓  
Roger Human (RH) ✓   Vacancy    
Richard Kirkham (RK) ✓   Jordana Wheeler (JW) (Clerk) ✓   

Members of Public in Attendance 4     

1 To receive apologies for absence 

1.1 Apologies were received and accepted from SS. All other Councillors were present. 

2 To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda and requests for dispensation  

2.1 No declarations of interest were declared in relation to items on the agenda. 

3 To approve and sign the minutes of the Council meeting held on 13th November 2019 

3.1 
The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th November 2019 were received and read by 
Councillors prior to the meeting.  They were agreed by all as a true reflection of that meeting. The Council 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes with no amendments and they were signed by DB. 

4 To report on progress of matters arising from previous meetings (not on the agenda) – Information Only 

4.1 

The Council have obtained maps of the drains in the area around the War Memorial. The Clerk will now 
organise a meeting with the Highways Engineer to see if anything can be done to improve the drainage 
situation, using the maps as useful evidence. Other information such as photos and videos of flooding have 
been collected. 

4.2 
New webpages are being produced on the Council website dedicated to the new roads (dualling of the 
A47 and the Norwich Western Link). These will be made live once the new plans for the dualling of the A47 
have been released at the end of the week.  

4.3 The SAM 2 speed cameras will be back in the village between mid-Dec until mid-January. 

5 Finance 

 
To review and approve the bank reconciliation for November 2019 and approve payments for the 
following; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.1 
5.2 
5.3 

The bank reconciliation for November 2019 was considered. The Clerk noted that since the receipt of the 
CIL money a section for Reserved Funds had been added to the bank reconciliation to make it clearer what 
money the Council had available. The schedule of payments and invoices were submitted to the Council by 
the Clerk to be paid.  The Clerk noted she had incurred 6 hours of overtime during November preparing 
the budget and working on matters relating to the new roads. Payment of the Clerk’s salary for Dec has 
been submitted early due to there being no meeting in January. The payment is scheduled to be paid on 
the date the meeting would have taken place (8.1.2020). The Council RESOLVED to authorise the 
payments. DB and LH signed the bank reconciliation & payments schedule.  

Description Payment 
Type/Cheque 

Amount 

Invoice for Baggleys – Mower servicing BACS £289.95 

Clerk’s salary & expenses (Nov) BACS £391.01 

Clerk’s Salary (Dec) BACS £281.62 
 

 Other Finance matters 

5.4 To approve making an application for an account with Jewsons 

5.4 
The Clerk suggested that opening an account with Jewsons would enable the Council to buy resources for 
maintenance around the village which could be paid by invoice. This would remove the need for 
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Councillors or volunteers to pay for items up front and then request reimbursement from the Council. 
Upon making enquiries with Jewsons a credit limit of £1000 was recommended. It was confirmed there 
would be no card associated with the account and only the Clerk could submit orders. LH expressed 
concerns about how purchases would be monitored, the Clerk confirmed she would monitored this and 
report back to the Council. Payment of invoices would still require Council authorisation. The Council 
RESOLVED to apply for an account with Jewsons with a credit limit of £1000. 

5.5 To consider the final budget for 2020-21 and approve the precept request 

5.5 

The Councillors were in receipt of the final budget for 2020-21. Some minor changes had been made from 
the previous draft. The tax base had been confirmed at 152, which was lower than the previous 156 
predicted. The amendments mean the revised budget would mean a 3% increase. The Clerk noted this was 
lower than increases in recent years. 
LH queried whether the budget could be amended so that there was no increase in the precept. RK and 
ME felt that this would require cutting the budget further and that the increase was lower than in previous 
years. RH asked if the budget for the Bowls Club could be reduced further. The Clerk noted that it had 
already been reduced from £800 to £500 and clarified what this covered, including equipment servicing, 
seed, weed killer plus other costs.  
RK noted there was no provision for the Clerk to have a pension. The Clerk confirmed this would be 
reviewed in the summer with the view to add it to the budget for 2021-22. 
It was noted that some of the current volunteers who help cut the grass at the Bowls Club and play area 
are no longer able to assist and the Council may have to pay a contractor to do this. The current 
contingency in the budget would cover 1 month’s grass cutting. DB noted previously the Council have paid 
approx. £1200 a year for this and after making enquiries the costs would be similar now. It typically takes 3 
hours to cut the grass. No further amendments were made to the grass cutting contingency. Further 
enquiries into new volunteers and costs for possible contractors will be made. 
The Council RESOLVED to approve the budget and a precept request for 2020-21 of £8730.00.  

6 To receive an update on the Asset Register and consider a formal survey of assets  

6.1 

The Clerk explained recent advice obtained from the Councils insurance company. The value the Council 
are insured for is for the replacement or rebuild value. Therefore, some further work needs to be carried 
out to re-evaluate the values insured, particularly for the play equipment and the Bowls Club pavilion. It is 
recommended to have a formal survey carried out of the Council’s assets for their condition and estimated 
rebuild value. The Council felt this was a reasonable approach. 
ACTION – Clerk to obtain quotes for survey of assets. 

7 To receive a report on the Norwich Western Link Liaison Meeting (DB & RH)  

7.1 

RH reported a map had been provided at the meeting showing the possible changes to the public 
footpaths along the route of the Norwich Western Link (NWL). One proposal is to make a new footpath 
route via Hall Drive via an underpass to get to the other side of A47 and follow the line of new A47 & NWL 
up to Western Longville. Further details on the plans for the A47 are needed before the Council can 
consider submitting any comments. DB reiterated the Council need to know all the facts before being able 
to consider the impacts. 

8 To consider a response to the following planning application: 

8.1 
Application 20191656 - Change of Use from General Purpose Agricultural Building to B8 Storage and 
Distribution, Honingham Thorpe Farm, Norwich Road, Honingham, NR9 5BZ 

8.1 

The Council discussed the chemicals which would be stored in the building, expressing concerns about 
possible spillages or leaks. RH was concerned about the storage of the chemicals. It was believed they 
would be stored in a range of containers from barrels to larger containers. The site would act as more of a 
depot. 
LH felt it was unclear if there was anything to be concerned about with regards to the chemicals. Concerns 
were expressed about whether the current building can be adapted to meet the requirements needed for 
storage of the chemicals and what routes delivery lorries might take, noting that if they use Berrys Lane 
and an accident occurred there could be serious impacts on the local environment. It was felt with the 
uncertainty over the future of local roads, including whether Blind Lane would be closed as stated in the 
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LDO for the Food hub or left open, that it was difficult to access the risks related to lorry movements. 
DB requested that an itinerary of everything that will be stored should be provided as evidence that they 
are not hazardous chemicals. The Council agreed that no vehicles carrying chemicals should be driving 
through the centre of Colton. 
The Council RESOLVED to OBJECT to the planning application detailing the reasons discussed including 
that the roads are not suitable, potential for damage to the environment should a leak occur and risks 
associated with storage of hazardous chemicals. 

9 To consider maintenance requests for the Streetscene Inspectors  

9.1 

The Council noted the following matters to report to the Streetscene Inspectors to be 
repaired/maintained: 

- Pothole on Berrys Lane south of the bridge 

- Dirty fingerposts at the junction of The Street and Colton Road 

Outstanding matters which have previously been reported but it is believed haven’t been repaired: 
- Damage to the footpath near Tud Lane (Norwich Road) 

- Overgrown footpath along Norwich Road/Mattishall Road towards the church 

ACTION – Clerk to report issues and seek an update on progress of the issues not yet repaired. 

10 To consider the impacts of the proposed trenches for Wind Farm cabling in the parish 

10.1 

LH queried whether there would be a substation nearby, it was noted this would be south of Norwich near 
Swardeston. The proposed routes for the cable trenches were summarised, it was felt there may be some 
impact on the parish but details were not clear. The Clerk will report back to the Council with any further 
updates as they occur. 

11 To consider the proposal to make a grant application to Awards for All for the installation of a slide 

11.1 

The Clerk had circulated a draft completed application form prior to the meeting. Councillors noted this 
was a good piece of work. RH enquired if the amount being requested included installation, the Clerk 
confirmed it did. The benefits of this grant are that it operates on a rolling basis and it usually takes 12-16 
weeks to get a decision. The project meets the objectives of the grant and the Council meet the eligibility 
criteria. One application can be made a year so the Council could apply again in the future for other 
projects. Being able to obtain a grant would mean the CIL money received could be spent on other 
projects. The Council RESOLVED to make an application to Awards for All for a grant for the new slide. 

12 To consider and approve the Council Publication Scheme 

12.1 

The Clerk presented the draft policy and explained the purpose of the policy is to explain to the public 
what information is available and how members of the public can obtain this information. The draft policy 
is supported by the Information Commissioners Office (ICO) Model Publication Scheme. The Council 
RESOLVED to adopt the Publication Scheme alongside utilising the Model ICO scheme. 

13 Summary of Communications 

13.1 Changes to website accessibility regulations 

13.1 

The Clerk reported that new regulations had been introduced which the Council’s website must meet by 
September 2020. These relate to the accessibility of websites. The Clerk will carry out a review of the 
website and if the Clerk is not able to carry out the updates required there is a service available if needed. 

13.2 City of Norwich Half Marathon details 2020 

13.2 

The next Norwich half marathon is scheduled to take place on Sunday 5th April 2020 and will follow the 
same route as previous years passing through Honingham. During the day there will be rolling road 
closures in place. A reminder will be given nearer the time. 

13.3 Mobile Library Poetry competition 

13.3 
The mobile library are currently running a poetry competition on the subject of the mobile library. The 
closing date is 21st December. Further details are available on the Council website. 

14 To confirm meeting dates for 2020 

14.1 
Dates for 2020 will continue to be on the 2nd Wednesday of each month except January and August. A list 
of all dates will be available on the village noticeboards and the Council website. 
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15 Opportunity for public participation 

15.1 There were no comments from members of the public. 

16 To confirm the date of the next meeting 

16.1 
The next meeting will take place in Honingham Village Hall, at 6pm on Monday 16th December to receive 
an update from Highways England on plans for the new A47. All residents are urged to attend. 

16.2 
The next monthly Council meeting will be on Wednesday 12th February 2020, 7pm in Honingham village 
hall. Please note there is no meeting currently scheduled for January.  

17 
To pass a resolution under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of 
the press and public for the following confidential items: 

 
The Council RESOLVED to exclude the press and public due to an employee matter. The public meeting 
closed at 8.05pm. 

17.1 To consider an amendment to the conditions of the Clerk’s contract of employment 

17.1 

The Council RESOLVED to amend the amount the Clerk is paid as an office allowance for working from 
home. This change will be backed dated to September 2019 in line with the Clerks other employment. 
Costs are now shared equally between all Councils the Clerk works for. A written amendment to the 
Clerk’s contract was signed by the Clerk and DB confirming the details. 

The confidential meeting closed at 8.15pm.


